molecules, some macromolecules, and even viruses. One of the unique features of this symposium is that it focuses on not only the function but also the diversity of plasmodesmata, which is sure to attract the interest of researchers across the breadth of plant sciences. Contributors to this symposium include four young scientists, from whom I anticipate future submissions to JPR of their excellent studies. I would like to acknowledge Prof. Masayoshi Kawaguchi, who took the role of Editor in this symposium.
Another JPR symposium, entitled "Reprogramming of Plant Cells as Biological Strategies", is scheduled for a coming issue this year under the supervision of Drs. Keiko Sugimoto and Masaki Ito. This symposium is based on original presentations in the symposium organized by the young talented scientists Dr. Satoru Iwase and Momoko Ikeuchi at the annual meeting of the Botanical Society of Japan (13-15 September 2013 at Hokkaido University, Sapporo). Cell reprogramming is regarded as a survival strategy of plants, the sessile organism. To cope with changing environmental conditions, plants are able to change the fates of developing and dividing cells or even determined cells by a process called reprogramming and dedifferentiation. I hope you will enjoy being at the frontier of this new field.
Our editorial policy states that JPR provides opportunities for publishing across the breadth of plant sciences (Nishida 2013) . The research areas range widely, i.e., from taxonomy, phylogenetics, and evolutionary biology to ecology and ecophysiological and environmental biology; morphology, anatomy, and structural biology; genetics and developmental biology; physiology, biochemistry, and molecular and cell biology; and other, related fields. Thus, all authors are encouraged to prepare their manuscripts with consideration for understanding by a readership outside their own research fields. To guarantee the originality This is the second new year for me as the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Plant Research (JPR). In the last year, the Botanical Society of Japan has decided to increase the global credibility of JPR under the support of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (Nishida 2014) . Our missions are condensed in the following four key phrases: (1) rapidness of publication, (2) reader-friendly presentation, (3) dissemination of highly qualified scientific findings, and (4) Our Editorial coordinator, Miles Peterson, whose work has already been appreciated by many authors, does a final brush-up of the articles. The highly professional support by the Springer team, especially Francina Sebastian, Yuko Matsumoto, and Aiko Hiraguchi, is also to be acknowledged for improving the status of JPR in plant sciences. During the last 2 years, the journal's impact factor has been rising to record its best score, 2.507 (Nishida 2014) , and this encourages and convinces us to continue our editorial policy in 2015.
We 
